
Butterfly effect in Philately 
Half century ago, during the 139th meeting of the American Association for the 

Advancement of Science, Edward Lorenz posed a question: “Does the flap 

of a butterfly’s wings in Brazil set off a tornado in Texas?”  

The question triggered the famous term “Butterfly Effect” that says, an 

insignificant event can lead towards a great change in future. 

Although, Postal Reorganization Act of USA was signed by the President 

Richard Nixon on August 12, 1970,  the date may be a very insignificant day in philately. 

But that is my birthday. 

For some idle thought, I picked a Stamp Catalogue (1978 Scott Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue) 

and turned every single page to identify, if there was any, postage stamp issued on that day! I am 

fortunate enough to identify 16 postage stamps in 4 different issues from 4 different countries. 

One of the sets from Syria caught my attention for its design, color combination and subject. The set, 

issued on “Arab Legends”, consists of 5 postage stamps. Each stamp tells an Arabian legendary tale 

from the past. The stories are i) Al-Zahir Baibars and Maarouf ii) Abu Zayd al-Hilali iii) Zinati Khalifah 

and Diab iv) Antarah and Ablah & v) Jassas and al-Zir Salim. 

Among the stories, I was very much touched by the fable of Antarah 

and Ablah. Initially, the names Antarah and Ablah, which are mostly 

pronounced as Antar and Abla seems to me two young hearts of rural 

Bangladesh named অন্তর আর অবলা . When I searched on the 

internet, my premonition turned true. It is a True Arab Love Story of 

pre-Islamic era. 

Antarah Ibn Shaddad al-'Absi was a pre-Islamic Arabian hero and poet 

(525-608) famous both for his poetry and his adventurous life. He was born in Najd (northern Saudi 

Arabia). He was the son of Shaddad, a well-respected member of the Arabian tribe of Banu Abs, his 

mother was named Zabibah, an Ethiopian woman, whom Shaddad had enslaved after a tribal war. 

Antarah was called "Arab crows" for his complexion. Antara gained attention and respect for himself by 

his remarkable personal qualities and courage in battle. He earned his freedom after one tribe invaded 

Banu Abs. 

Antarah fell in love with his cousin Ablah, and sought to marry her despite his status as a slave. To 

secure allowance to marry, Antarah had to face many challenges including getting a special kind of 

camel from the northern Arabian kingdom of al-No'man Ibn al-Munthir Ibn Ma' al-Sama'. 

Antarah took part in the great war between the related tribes of Abs and Dhubyan. He died in a fight 

against the tribe of Tai at an age of 90. 

Antarah's poetry is well preserved, and often talks of chivalrous values, 

courage and heroism in battle, as well as his love for Abla. It was 

immortalized when one of his poems was included in the Hanged Poems. 

The image used in the postage stamp was copied from a 19th century 

painting kept at Cairo Ethnographic Museum. 


