
SAN MARTÍN AND SOUTH AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE 
Don José Francisco de San Martín y Matorras, 
was born on February 25, 1778 in the former 
Jesuit mission of Yapeyú, in the Government 
of the Guaraní Missions of the Viceroyalty of 
Río de la Plata, currently the Province of 
Corrientes, Argentina. 

He moved to Spain at and early age with his 
family. At 11, he was accepted in Murcia´s 
Regiment. He fought for de Crown until the age 
of 34 and then began preparations for his 
return to South America, arriving in Buenos 
Aires in the year 1812. 	

It was the only combat in 
Argentine territory that was 
fought by both the Regiment of 
Grenadiers on Horseback and its 
creator, the then Colonel José de 
San Martín. 

The Crossing of 
the Andes took 
place between 
J a n u a r y 1 2 , 
1 8 1 7  a n d 
F e b r u a r y 9 , 
1817 

On April 5, 1818, in Maipú, 
the Un i t ed Argen t ine-
Chilean Army, commanded 
by General José de San 
Martín, and the royalist 
f o r c e s c o m m a n d e d by 
Mariano Osorio, clashed. 

3. Campaign of Chile Chacabuco and Maipú. 

The Liberating Expedition 
of Perú was an amphibious 
military force created in 
1820 by the government of 
Chile, with the mission of 
making Perú independent 
from the Spanish Empire. 

On July 28, 1821, General Don 
José de San Martín declared from 
the Plaza Mayor : "Perú is free 
and independent by the general 
will of the peoples and by the 
justice of its cause that God 
defends.” 

5. Peru's independence. 

2. The crossing of the Andes. 1. San Lorenzo (Argentina), first fight for freedom. 

4. Liberating Expedition to Perú. 


