
 

 

The Rebel who is loved by everyone 
Although, Bangladesh, India and Pakistan were once united as a single country, social, cultural, 

political and religious differences led them into different identity. There is nothing common among 

these three nations, except a person, a rebel, who is loved by all these three nations. He is Nazrul, 

the rebel poet of Bengal. 

Kazi Nazrul Islam (25 May 1899 – 29 August 1976) was a Bengali poet, writer, musician, and the 

national poet of Bangladesh. He produced a large body of poetry and music with themes that included 

religious devotion and rebellion against oppression. Nazrul's activism for political and social justice 

earned him the title of "Bidrohi Kobi" (Rebel Poet). 

He was born in the village of Churulia, Asansol Sadar, Paschim Bardhaman district of current India. 

He spent a significant part of his childhood in current Bangladesh. He also lived for a short time in 

Karachi of current Pakistan in ‘20s, when he joined British Indian Army. 

As an adult, he lived in Calcutta for most of his life and last four years of his life, he was brought to 

Bangladesh and given nationality as Bangladeshi. He was honored as “National Poet of Bangladesh” 

by Bangladesh Government and awarded “Ekushey Padak”.  

In the year 1968, Pakistan Post Office planned to issue a set of two stamps on Nazrul. The stamps 

were scheduled to be issued on 25-May-1968, on his birthday but design error was detected and 

stamps were withdrawn from sale. Redesigned stamps were issued after a month on 25-Jun-1968. 

   

Unissued 50p stamp on Nazrul Issued set on Nazrul 

 

After liberation war of Bangladesh, Nazrul was 
migrated from India to Bangladesh. Bangladesh 
Government honored him as the National Poet of 
Bangladesh. He died on 29-Aug-1976. One year 
later, a set of two stamps were issued by 
Bangladesh Post Office. 

 

During birth 
centenary of Nazrul 
in 1999, Bangladesh 
Post Office issued a 
stamp in his memory 
on 31-Dec-1998.   

India also issued a 
stamp on the same 

occasion on 
14-Sep-1999. 

 


