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 Highland market: If you want to know more about the diverse 
cultures of ethnic minorities, come to famous highland markets 
in the Northwest region of Viet Nam. People come here not only 
to buy or sell goods but also to play, meet other sand try good 
food. The features of ethnic minorities can always be found in 
the crowded and unique highland markets in the Northwest 
region.

 Floating market: Floating markets are held on 
areas where water transport plays an important 
role in daily life. There, both sellers and buyers 
use boats as means of transportation. In Viet 
Nam, floating markets are popular in the 
Southwest, becoming a typical culture. They take 
place on rivers where hundreds of boats gather. 
Trading activities take place all day, but the most 
exciting time is in the morning. All boats are 
loaded with goods, most of them is fruit. Each 
boat has one long stick with samples of goods that 
the boat owner sells, so that the costumers know 
whether the sellers have what they want to buy 
just by looking.
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Village market: In Vietnamese country sides, 
there is usually a market formed by people from 
one commune or some villages together. Name of 
the market is called after name of the village 
where the market is located, and all are known as 
village markets. There are two types of village 
market: the fair and the evening market. The 
fairs are held periodically. For example, they may 
be held on days with the numbers three and eight, 
which would imply fairs on the 3rd, 8th, 13th, 
18th, 23rd and 28th days of each lunar month. 
Many fairs have been lately held on every 
Sunday.

Markets have existed very early in human history, since humans produced more goods than they needed and wanted to 
exchange them for other goods with other people. In Viet Nam, for a very long time, markets have been not only the place for 
goods exchanging but also the place where national cultural characteristics are expressed.

In each region of the country, the market could be organized differently, which reflects the life of the community and brings 
its own unique imprint associated with the history and spiritual life of people, such as “love market” in Sapa town, Vieng market 
in Nam Dinh province, floating markets in the Southwest of Viet Nam, etc. A traditional market is not only place for trading 
goods but also a social gathering point where people come to exchange information and make connection with others. 
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