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    During the time when our country was under the domination of the Chinese Ming dynasty, they treated our people 
like grasses and did many violent things. Lam Son insurgent army attempted to fight against them many times but there 
was no success. Witnessing that, the Dragon King decided to lend them his magic sword.
In Thanh Hoa province, there was a fisherman named Le Than. One night, while he was fishing, he found his fishnet 
was very heavy. After three times having hauled the net, all he found was an iron bar. Realizing that was a blade, he 
brought it into his hut and forgot it. Later, he joined in Lam Son insurgent army. One day, Le Loi and some people 
visited Le Than’s hut. In the darkness of the evening, Le Loi suddenly saw something shining in a corner of the hut. He 
went to pick the old blade up and saw there were some characters on the blade that said “The Will of Heaven”.
Another day, Le Loi went into the forest and saw a hilt on an old banyan tree. He brought the hilt with him. Three days 
later, he told other people about the hilt. Le Than took the blade out and placed it into the hilt. The fit was perfect. Le 
Than gave the sword to Le Loi and said that it was God entrusting Le Loi to do great work. After that, the Ming army 
started to get losses on the battlefields. The reputation of Lam Son insurgents resounded everywhere and they started to 
collect more loot.
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One year after having successfully forced Ming army to leave our country, while Le Loi was on his dragon 
boat rowing around Ta Vong lake, a golden tortoise following the Dragon King’s order came toward him. 
Le Loi ordered the boat to slow down. The tortoise came closer to the boat and said “Please give the sword 
back to the Dragon King, my Lord!”. Le Loi respectfully gave the magic sword to the tortoise. The tortoise 
took the sword and dived into the water. 

The Legend of Guom Lake praises the glorious victory of Lam Sơn uprising against the Ming's 
aggression and explains the origin of the name of the Guom Lake today. 
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